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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a second office action for serial number 10/081254, entitled Reinforcing 
Bracket for a Trailer Frame, filed on February 22, 2002. 

Response to Amendment 
In response to the examiner's office action dated September 26, 2003, the 
applicant has amended claims 1, 14-16 and 21. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject nnatter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-4, 6, 8, 9 and 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Morris, US patent # 4,032,242 in view of Kristiansen, US Patent # 

4,014,618. 

Morris discloses the claimed invention a reinforcing bracket (10) comprising a 
first side (21), a second side (22) extending at an angle from the first side (figure 3), 
a third side (35) wherein the first side and second side each have an inner surface 
(see attached figure 3) and an outer surface (21a, 22a), first side and the second 
side each include a plurality of dimples (see attached figures 5 and 6), each dimple 
forming a recess in the inner surface (see attached figure 5) and having at least 
one aperture (24, 25) therein, and the third side included at least one aperture ("36" - 
column 3, lines 53-56); the first and second sides have two dimples (figures 3 and 6); 
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the two dimples are substantially vertically stacked (figures 3 and 6); the dimples in the 
first and second sides are substantially vertically stacked (figures 3 and 6); and, the 
angle between the first and second side is not 90 degrees, is greater than 90 degrees 
and is less that 90 degrees (column 4, lines 46-50). 

Morris does not disclose each dimple forming a projection on the outer surface. 
Kristiansen teaches that it is known in the art to provide a bracket with a dimple (see 
attached figures 8 and 9) forming a projection (19) on the outer surface. It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to provide the dimple forming a projection on the outer surface as taught by Kristiansen 
with the bracket of Morris in order to provide an interface fit in the bores of the panels or 
framing member (column 3, lines 24-26) which ultimately provide a more secure fit with 
the bracket and framing members. 

Claims 5 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Morris in view of Kristiansen. 

Morris in view of Kristiansen discloses the claimed invention as stated above in 
claim 1 , except for the bracket is adapted to fasten to the trailer frame at an angled 
junction of an A-frame and a cross-member. It is obvious that the corner joint brace of 
Morris in view of Kristiansen can be used for the same function within a junction of an A- 
frame and a cross-member, although it is not intended to be used within a trailer frame, 
also, it has been held that the recitation that an element is "adapted to" perform a 
function is not a positive limitation but only requires the ability to so perform. It does not 
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constitute a limitation in any patentable sense and is tfierefore not given much 
patentable weight. 

Claims 10 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Morris in view of Kristiansen and further in view of Hoffman, US Patent # 
6,719,481. 

Morris in view of Kristiansen discloses the claimed invention as stated above in 
claim 1, except for the third side is substantially or at least partially bllaminar and the 
third side having a first layer extending from the first side and a second layer extending 
from the second side. Hoffman teaches that it is known to have a third side (see 
attached figure 3) that is substantially or at least partially bilaminar and where a first 
layer (at 22) extends from the first side (where 5 points to) and a second layer is 
extending from the second side (see attached figure 3). It would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
bracket of Morris in view of Kristiansen with the connection plate as taught by Hoffman 
in order to provide an additional connecting feature to further secure the connection 
plate to the structure (column 4. lines 31-34). 

Claims 15, 16 and 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hiss, UK Patent # 2,044,193 in view Morris and further in view of 
Kristiansen. 

Hiss discloses the claimed invention Including a bolt-together trailer frame (figure 
1 - pg. 1. column 1, lines 15-19) comprising at least two longitudinal members (1 and 
2). at least two cross members (6a, 3) attached to the longitudinal members (1,2 - by 
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7a and 8a) by bolts (page 1, column 2, lines 112-113 and lines 123-126), two a-frame 
members (where 5 points to) wherein angles formed between the a-frame members and 
a cross member are not ninety degrees (see attached figure 1); and, at least one of the 
a-frame member and the cross member have a flange extending therefrom (see 
attached figure 1). 

Hiss also discloses a bracket fastening an A-frame member to a cross member 
(see attached figure 1) but does not disclose that the bracket comprises first side, a 
second side extending at an angle from the first side, a third side extending from an 
end of the first side and an end of the second side, wherein the first and second 
side each having an inner surface and an outer surface, the first side and the 
second side each include a plurality of projections on the outer surface, and a 
plurality of dimples each dimple having at least one aperture and a recess in the inner 
surface therein, and the third side included at least one aperture. 

Morris in view of Kristiansen teaches that it is known in the art to provide bracket 
comprises first side, a second side extending at an angle from the first side, a third side 
extending from an end of the first side and an end of the second side, wherein the first 
and second side each having an inner surface and an outer surface, the first side and 
the second side each include a plurality of projections on the outer surface and a 
plurality of dimples each dimple having at least one aperture and a recess in the inner 
surface therein, and the third side included at least one aperture and the angle between 
the first and second side is greater than 90 degrees and is less that 90 degrees as 
stated above in claims 1,12 and 13. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
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skill in the art at the tinne the invention was made to provide the bracket as taught by 
Morris in view of Kristiansen with the bracket of the A-frame member of Hiss in order to 
in order to fasten the a-frame members and the cross members and an angle not ninety 
degrees and to provide an improved construction of a corner joint brace to deter 
separation of the members of the braced corner joint (column 1, lines 47-51). 

Claims 17 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hiss, UK Patent # 2,044,193 in view Morris and Kristiansen and further in view of 
Hoffman. 

Hiss in view of Morris and Kristiansen disclose the claimed invention as stated 
above in claim 15, including the bracket (15) dimples (see attached figure 3 - 
"Kristensen") are in nesting engagement with corresponding dimples in an adjacent A- 
frame member (11, 10) and cross member (11 or 10). Hiss in view of Morris and 
Kristensen does not disclose a third side of a bracket it substantially bilaminar. Hoffman 
teaches that it is known in the art to provide a third side of a bracket that is substantially 
bilaminar (at 22). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the bracket of Morris in view of Kristiansen 
and the A-frame member of Hiss with the connection plate as taught by Hoffman in 
order to provide an additional connecting feature to further secure the connection plate 
to the structure (column 4, lines 31-34). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-21 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christy M Green whose telephone number is 703-308- 
9693. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carl Friedman can be reached on 703-308-0839. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Christy Green 
Patent Examiner 
May 18, 2004 



